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Contemplating the Future of the University
Nurturing 'Pioneering Intellectuals'; Becoming the University of the Future

Korea University's history, from its naissance, has been one of pioneering, fostering talented individuals of modernization through 
new studies. In 1905, as Korea lost its way and became adrift as it confronted imminent Japanese occupation, KU lit a beacon of 
hope for the Korean nation in the face of impending darkness with its mission “National Salvation through Education”. 
Subsequently, in the valley of Anam, the numerous KU students educated with the values of liberty, justice, and truth became 
pioneers who accomplished Korea's democracy and economic development. 
Proud to represent the first institution of higher education founded by a civilian, our collective experience during the past century 
in which we led the future of the people and the nation is a great heritage that is rarely equaled. However, in the era that we now 
face, we cannot rely or rest upon this pride.
Universities, constrained by the formulaic formalism of obsolete educational policies, have been reduced to objects of evaluation. 
For their part, the youth entrusted to them are having difficulty finding employment and are becoming discouraged.
Our University must effect changes rather than be led by them.  In 2015, in the midst of these crises, we again contemplate 
the future of our education. At this historic juncture, when the future is uncertain as ever, Korea University will nurture 
'pioneering intellectuals' who will freely advance across the terrain of uncertainty.
We resolve that Korea University will arise to be the iconic institution of true higher learning that charts the course through 
the 21st century. Going above and beyond the University that represents Korea and its history, we will transform ourselves into 
a university that fosters talented individuals who will lead the world into the future. 
Without pioneering, there will be no tomorrow. The pioneering road will be accomplished only by innovation in education. 
We will not churn out shallow thinkers dispirited in the face of limitless competition. We will become the University that creates 
and leads our future.

Jaeho Yeom
President, Korea University 
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PRAXIS
Korea University: 

Promoting Humanity

PARAGON
Korea University: 

Standard for Universities

PRIDE
Korea University: 

Honored by All

Pioneering Intellectuals, Innovating KU
In 2015, marking our 110th anniversary, 

KU remembers its great history over the years and eagerly 
anticipates the radiant future that we will bring about. 

Now, KU will commence an educational renaissance to foster the 
intellectuals who will pioneer the new future of the 21st century. 

By providing a new educational paradigm such as flexible semesters and 
flipped learning, we will erect a standard for tertiary education.

Korea University's social contributions do not and will not, 
cease at the service level. The knowledge created 

by our University should be at the disposal of all humanity.
We will share our knowledge and experience with our global community through 

international development cooperation, preparation for Korea's reunification, 
and social enterprise, to mention only a few.
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Values

JUSTITIA
LIBERTAS VERITAS

敎
gyo - 

Teaching

國
guk - 

The Nation
育
yuk - 

Nurturing

救
gu - 

Saving

Founding Principle of the University
(National Salvation through Education)

Liberty, Justice and Truth: Inheriting the Founding Principles
To keep alive the founding principle of “National Salvation through Education", 

the three principles, "Liberty, Justice, and Truth," were established in 1955 
to mark our 50th anniversary.

They represent the ideal, universal values of humankind: the realization of human liberty, 
the attainment of social justice, and scholarly research in the quest for truth.

Korea University's spirit, carrying forth the long history and tradition of 5,000 years 
and reviving the soul and emotions of the Korean nation, is becoming the symbol of 

Korea University itself as it advances in this global era.

Bosung College: Nation’s First Modern 
Institution of Higher Education 
○Premised on its mission “National Salvation through 

Education” 
○Honored by the intimate relationship between 

Bosung College and the imperial family of the 
Korean Empire

Korea University: A New Start for the Nation’s 
Private School 
○August 15, 1946 - Elevation of the status of Bosung 

College to Korea University, a 4-year institution, 
exactly one year after national emancipation

Inchon Kim Seong-Su's Plan: Anam as a New 
Home for a Permanent Forum for Education  
○Recruitment of renowned scholars and new talent to 

promote educational development
○Construction of the Main Central library built with up-

to-date facilities
○A rapid increase of talented applicants due to the 

improvement in condition of education and social 
trust

1905

Retracing the great steps: "Gyo yuk gu guk" (National Salvation through Education)

In 1905, the first higher-education institution founded by a civilian and driven by national aspirations came to life.
KU has always led the way for the people during the dynamic history of Korea: the Japanese occupation, journey to democratization, and the race toward industrialization.
Once again, in 2015, humanity asks the University to lead the way. 
KU aspires to become the university that provides answers for this new era.

1905-1920 1932-1938 1946-1954 



Leaping Forward: Becoming One of the 
World’s Top 100 Universities 
○Continuously establishing world-class educational 

research facilities such as Central Plaza, etc..
○Preparing to soar as one of the world’s top 100 

universities through concentrated investment 
in research and support, and global-level 
standardization of the  University administration 
system

Transition: Research-centered University 
○Creation of a green campus, relocation of the College 

of Medicine and Medical Center 
○Extensive development of the College of Science
○Progressive internationalization

Three Educational Values: Liberty, Justice, and 
Truth 
○Establishment of KU values in celebration of the 

50th anniversary, continuing the founding principles 
“National Salvation through Education” 

○Construction of KU identity as a full-fledged university 
by creating the new anthem, symbol and flag

Holistic Human Character Proposed: Harmony 
of Intelligence and Nature 
○Establishment of university system through a merger 

with Woosuk Institute, thereby acquiring College of 
Medicine and affiliated hospitals, etc. 

○West Germany providing DM 7 million to support 
the College of Agriculture in accordance to the Korea-
Germany Economic Agreement (1973)

○Establishment of Seochang Campus (currently 
Sejong Campus) with the goal of constructing a 
second foundation of KU

Empowering Voice: Freedom and 
Independence 
○April 18, 1960 - Giving rise to the April 19 Revolution 

as 3,000 KU students staged a large scale protest 
to resist the dictatorship and injustices of the 
administration

○Achievement of global research performance through 
vigorous research activities undertaken by various 
research centers 

○Establishment of the college of Science and 
Engineering, Natural Science campus, nation's first 
graduate school of business administration, etc.

2015
1971-19851955-1959 1960-1970 1990-2000 2000-2015
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Pride
Pioneering Intellectuals: Foundation of Pride 
Korea University nurtures 'pioneering intellectuals' as the leaders who can identify 
the spirit of the times and reflect on it. 
The convulsing present is a window of opportunity to discover and explore new roads 
towards a promising future. 
'Pioneering intellectuals' who create the future form the foundation of our pride.
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Joong-ang Ilbo Assessment of University Departments
Number of departments that were evaluated to be the 
top among the eight humanities and social science 
departments in KU (2014)

157
2015 US NEWS & WORLD REPORT: Best Global Universities
KU’s ranking among the top 500 universities 
from 49 countries in 4 continents

2
Number of times selected as the only 
national research-centered hospital 
(KU Anam Hospital, KU Guro Hospital)

20
QS Subject Rankings (April 2015)
Number of specialized fields among the 35 
evaluated majors that entered the world’s 
top 100

26
Ranking of the university that CEOs of Fortune Global 
500 graduated (September 2013)
Evaluation of alumni social activities

1
Domestic Law School Ranking (Private University, 2014)
Hankyoung National MBA Ranking (2014)
Dong-Ah Ilbo Selection of Youth Dream University Ranking (2014)
Number of nominated researchers for Thomson Scientific 
‘Emerging Research Fronts’

116
2014- 2015 QS World University Ranking
Climbed up 75 places in the last 5 years 
KU's highest ranking ever



KU: Remembering Its Mission

From its very inception, KU was a university that grew from the goodwill and aspirations of the people.
Even now, it is a university that receives the most donations.
This also means we are a university of high national expectations. 
KU does not forget the history of these valuable donations and expressions of sincerity.
For all of us who have felt endless pride when erecting the Main Central Library on the virgin plains in the valley of Anam, 
we will remain forever aware of our mission and responsibility as a global university and renew your pride in us 
by constructing our tomorrow.

KU Education: Going Beyond the Classroom

On April 18, 1960, 3,000 KU students protesting against the injustice of the dictatorial government proved 
the action-oriented spirit of KU. 
Our education, the passion of KU students, does not remain within the classroom. 
Our campus shares youthfulness and passion, thereby providing a place for mutual growth.
Pioneering leaders who fulfill their responsibility for their community: KU fosters such leaders.
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Sun-hoe Choo, ’65
FORMER CHIEF JUSTICE OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL COURT (ACTING FOR AUTHORITY)

Dennis Hong, ’89
HEAD OF UCLA ROBOT MECHANISM LAB (2014~)

Mong-gyu Chung, ’80
CHAIRMAN OF THE HYUNDAI DEVELOPMENT COMPANY, 

CHAIRMAN OF THE KOREA FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION

Seung-yu Kim, ’61
FORMER CHAIRMAN OF THE HANA FINANCIAL GROUP

Soo-Dong Lee, ’69
CHAIRMAN OF STG GROUP, INC.

Soo-young Jeon, ’08
TEACHER, SELF-SACRIFICING HERO OF THE SEWOL FERRY DISASTER

So-Ja Hong, ’59
FORMER VICE PRESIDENT OF THE KOREAN RED CROSS ASSOCIATIONDuri Cha, ’99

2002 FIFA WORLD CUP (KOREA/JAPAN) SEMI-FINALS, 
2010 FIFA WORLD CUP (REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA) ROUND OF 16

Je-Kyoon Yoon, ’90
MOVIE DIRECTOR, RECORDED KOREA'S FIRST BOX OFFICE HIT OF 'TEN MILLION' TWICE

Chang-soo Huh, Dept. of Business Administration ’67
CHAIRMAN OF GS GROUP, CHAIRMAN OF THE FEDERATION OF KOREAN INDUSTRIES

Soo-hyun Kim, ’61
WRITER OF BROADCASTING DRAMA SERIES

Myoung-bak Lee, ’61
THE 17TH PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA

Hyo-Joo Kim, ’14
WINNER OF THE LPGA TOUR EVIAN CHAMPIONSHIP

Young-Kee Kim, ’80
PROFESSOR AT THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO (USA), 

DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF FERMI NATIONAL ACCELERATOR LABORATORY

Hoon Kim, ’66
NOVELIST

Yuna Kim, ’09
2010 CANADA VANCOUVER OLYMPIC GOLD MEDALIST IN FIGURE SKATING Eui Sun Chung, ’89

VICE PRESIDENT OF HYUNDAI MOTOR CO.

Alumni: practical intellectuals  
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Seung Hun Yoo
RECEIVER OF THE RED DOT COMMUNICATION DESIGN AWARD 2014

Dong-One Kim
CHAIRMAN OF THE INTERNATIONAL LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT RELATIONS ASSOCIATION (ILERA) (AUGUST 2015 ~)

Sungsoo Na
WORLD'S FIRST DEVELOPMENT OF ONE-DIMENSION NANO TOXIC SUBSTANCES DETECTING TECHNOLOGY (2015)

Hyun Gu Kim
KOREA'S FIRST AND WORLD'S SECOND SUCCESSFUL SINGLE PORT LUNG CANCER SURGERY (2015)

Hee Nam Kim
WORLD'S FIRST INVESTIGATION OF DNA SWITCH THAT INDUCES CHANGES IN BACTERIA (2014)

Min Haeng Cho
HIGHEST AUTHORITY IN MULTI-DIMENSIONAL SPECTROSCOPY, LEADER OF RESEARCH IN THE INSTITUTE OF BASIC SCIENCE (IBS) (2014~)

Ji Hyun Kwag
FIRST KOREAN TO BE CHOSEN TO RECEIVE RESEARCH FUNDING FOR THE HUMAN FRONTIER SCIENCE PROGRAM (HFSP) (2015)

Hae Geun Lee
WORLD'S FIRST SUCCESSFUL DEVELOPMENT OF NON-RESISTANT JUNCTION TECHNOLOGY 

BETWEEN SECOND GENERATION HIGH TEMPERATURE SUPERCONDUCTIVE WIRES

Hong-Gyu Park
WORLD'S FIRST DEVELOPMENT OF TECHNOLOGY TO CONTROL THE THICKNESS OF NANO WIRES (2015)

Eon Jong Kim
FIRST KOREAN TRANSLATION OF HONDOLLOK, AN UNPUBLISHED 

MANUSCRIPT COLLECTION BY DASAN JEONG YAK-YONG (JANUARY 2015)

Sung-Pil Hwang
WORLD'S FIRST DEVELOPMENT OF HYDRO GEL PEN THAT IMPLEMENTS NANO-LEVEL 3D PRINTING (2014)

Gi Hoon Son
WORLD'S FIRST INVESTIGATION OF EMOTION-CONTROLLING PRINCIPLE IN RELATION TO THE BIOLOGICAL CLOCK (2014)

Wonshik Choi
DEVELOPMENT OF WORLD'S FINEST SUPER-RESOLUTION OPTICAL MICROSCOPY THAT 

CAN DETECT FIRST STAGE CANCER CELLS THROUGH ENDOSCOPY (2015) 

Chungkwon Yoo
WORLD'S FIRST INVESTIGATION OF CORRELATION BETWEEN SLEEPING POSITION AND GLAUCOMA (2015)

Sung Do Kim
VICE PRESIDENT OF THE INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY OF SYMBOLS (OCTOBER 2014 ~)

Kyoung-In Kang
EXPORTED LIFT TECHNOLOGY FOR THE ERECTION OF THE WORLD'S HIGHEST-TIER KINGDOM TOWER (2014)

Professors ahead of their time
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47,846㎡
KU Ansan Hospital

40,208㎡
KU Guro Hospital

47,488
/ 3,635
Total number of students:  47,488
KU Anam Campus: 36,464; KU Sejong Campus: 11,024
Number of international students: 3,635

4,859 / 150 

Total number of faculty members: 4,859 
KU Anam Campus: 4,205; KU Sejong Campus: 654
Number of full-time International faculty members: 150 

57,422,878,846
Scholarship Beneficiary Status: KU Anam Campus

(Unit: KRW)

20,135,785,709
Scholarship Beneficiary Status: KU Sejong Campus 

(Unit: KRW)

22.83 / 33.23
Student to full-time faculty ratio 
KU Anam Campus: 22.83 : 1
KU Sejong Campus: 33.23 : 1

Campus and Hospitals

International Organization 
Membership

Universitas 21
APRU
World 100 Reputation Network
APAIE
ICUBE

Paragon
Innovative KU: Setting the Standards for Universities
KU will boldly cast aside pedagogy from older generations. 
Instead, KU will provide an educational environment that lets talented individuals freely 
cultivate creativity.
We will modify the paradigm of research.
We will discover fields of study that this era demands, and bring forth results that will resolve 
society's problems. 

10 11(2014)

67,676㎡
KU Anam Hospital

428,871㎡
KU Sejong Campus

844,809㎡
KU Anam Campus

5

Total Budget : 18,578
(including internal transaction, based on 

supplementary and revised budget, 
Unit: 100 million KRW)

KU Anam Campus: 6,086
(including College of 
Medicine  & College of 
Health Science) 

KU Sejong Campus : 
1,092

KU Medical Center : 
7,725

KU Research 
Management System : 
3,675



Research-oriented KU: Roads of exploration that link society

The ivory tower should not be standing high, isolated from society.  
The university must identify the knowledge that the society demands, 

develop it and yield the fruit to humanity.
KU has pursued truth to contribute to all of humanity through achievements such as, 

among many, the highest level of brain engineering research and development of 
dye-sensitized solar cells that offers the prospect of the solution to the energy crisis.
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KU: Pioneering New University Education

Every year at KU, young adults full of potential are admitted. 
The university must not teach by obsolete methods talented individuals 
who will lead our future.
For convergence that transcends the boundaries of learning, we have already undertaken 
a second major obligation and reinforced the field of education through a variety 
of domestic and foreign internship programs. 
KU will provide a new standard of education in the course of time to break through 
existing constraints and liberate talented individuals who will advance the future 
through flexible semesters, MOOC, etc.
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KU: Embracing the World

Every summer at the International Summer Campus, 
around 1,600 university students from all over the world congregate. 
At this campus, noted lectures by the world's finest professors from Ivy League 
and other institutions are offered.
Every year, over 1,000 foreign visiting and exchange students converge 
on the Korea University campus. 
Internationally, 887 universities in 91 countries have entered into agreements 
and carry out exchanges with us.
On the Global KU Campus, our students are actualizing their dreams. 
Especially with the emergence of China imminent, the China Global Leadership Program is 
fostering global Chinese professionals who will guide relations with China in the future.
Communication between KU and the world never ceases.
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KU-MAGIC: Medical Applied R&D Global Initiative Center

The Korea University Medical Center will be reborn 
as a high tech medical research center through the KU-MAGIC project.

We will establish a network that connects KU, domestic industries, and overseas agencies, 
and intensify our research in high-tech fields such as cancer, vaccine, medical engineering. 

The medical research results that have business value will be actively 
commercialized to create a virtuous cycle of sustainable research.
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Praxis
Practice for humanity
Korea University, as always, is a university "uniting knowledge with conduct".
Leaders fostered by Korea University do not shy from sacrifice but rather act 
as a guiding light for our society through this era. 
We continuously strive to make our community a better place by presenting 
a vision of the future and striving to bring it to fruition.
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1
National university graduate donation ranking 
(excluding companies)

2,400

Current Status of Development Fund Payment
(2010~2014, Unit: 100 million KRW)Amount of Pledged Development Fund

Total KRW 
42,132,236,881

Individuals: 43.34%

Groups: 19.03%

Foundations: 5.45%

Corporations: 32.18%

Development Fund Pledgers

Total 4,459 donors

Individuals: 87.19%

Groups: 5.32%

Corporations: 7.24%
Foundations: 0.25%

(For 2014)
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Once Again: 'National KU'

Korea University continues its legacy as an institution founded for and dedicated to the 
people of the nation. It is uniquely positioned to embrace and support the 7.3 million 

Korean diaspora as a valued national asset. This role also includes support for 
the reunification of the Korean peninsula. 

The start-up assistance training business for North Korean defectors that 
commenced in 2015 is a project to nurture talented individuals who will 

effect social, cultural, and psychological integration 
after reunification. 

Also, we will prepare an admissions process to discover and 
nurture Korean descendants and North Korean refugees 

dispersed around the world.
Once again, we take pride in the KU students who 

take an active part on the international stage, 
in the name of the people.

Well-being: University and Society Existing in Unison 

Korea University established a volunteer service center (KUSSO) in 2008 to exercise 
responsibility as 'practicing intellectuals'.
However, the University's contributing activities must be more than physical efforts 
from our students.
In the future, KU will predict the future direction of society, and focus our 
social contribution on solving fundamental problems in Korean society. 
We share our knowledge and experience with society through 
effective channels such as working together with the disabled at 
the "Slow Coffee Shop" and start-up assistance training for 
North Korean refugees.



Heart beats RED

Yuna Kim, Duri Cha, Kyuhyuk Lee, and Miran Jang….
Just by their names alone our hearts swell for these proud athletes of KU.
The indomitable challenging spirit that they have displayed accords with the KU spirit that dwells within us.  
Korea University has always lived alongside challenge and has faithfully served as the incubator of outstanding 
Korean athletes. 
Korea University will lead the way in nurturing leaders and professionals in sports administration and management, 
along with fostering members of the national team.
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KU Anam Campus
145 Anam-ro, Seongbuk-gu, Seoul 136-701, Korea

Tel 02-3290-1114
www.korea.ac.kr
www.korea.edu

KU Sejong Campus
2511 Sejong-ro, Sejong City, 339-770, Korea

Tel 044-860-1114
sejong.korea.ac.kr
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